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To. Whom it May Concern 19 December 2011
From. Richard J. Clark
Re. Gull Sightings along the Susquehanna River on #& December 2011

OnSiwnohy J@ December I had the distinct pleasure of accompanying Randy Philips in
participation of the Lancaster County Audubon Christmas Bird Count. We were covering the
crescent of territory of that clubs coverage area in York County. We arrived at Lock 15 along
the Susquehanna River and parked in the parking lot by the boat ramp. The sky was generally
overcast but there were patches of blue showing. The wind was calm. The humidity was high
and the temperature was seasonally cool. The river was remarkably empty of waterfowl and
only a couple gulls were seen. Randy had come prepared with plenty of day old bread and rolls
for chumming for gulls. In order to try and draw in some gulls we began casting bread upon
the waters. The numbers of gulls showing up to feed upon the bread and rolls began to build
slowly at first but then began to grow more rapidly. At first the gull species was monotonous
being made up of Ring-bills but then a stranger showed up. It was flying downstream and
landed on log laying in the water. I called out to Randy there is a different gull and he quickly
picked it up in his telescope that he had mounted on a tripod. The bird was quite
accommodating alternately perching on the log and disappearing behind it into the water
behind it. 1 would estimate that it was about 70 yards from us and in very good light. We
switched the zoom eyepiece from 20 to 30X and it stayed there for about 20 minutes (only a
guesstimate as I had no watch) and we both checked David Sibley’s The Sibley Guide fo Birds. a
checking out the various features and came to a tentative conclusion that it was, based on the
all dark bill, and dark eyes, smallish and roundish head, noticeably pinkish legs, lacking of any
darkness in the primaries, mottling of the upper back and changing into barring further back
and a sub-terminal dark band on the tail with a terminal light tip (very narrow) either an
Iceland or Thayer’s Gull. We were watching that bird, which was noticeably (but not greatly)
larger than the Ring-billed Gulls of which there were perhaps 250-300 in number by then. At
this point Randy noticed that there was another bird with some similar characteristics but with
some notable differences. Its coloration pattern was similar but it was obviously darker in all of
the colors except its eye and bill color were black in appearance. The both of them stayed in
the same general area for some time and at times were close enough that both could be seen in
the same field of view of the scope at the same time. Its head and neck were rather a uniform
gray-brown color and did not show any markings. Its back reminded me of the coloration of a
hen pheasant although it appeared to be barred. We had both birds in nearly constant view for

perhaps half and hour and saw them both in flight and perched. They did not actively



participate in the feeding frenzies that the Ring-bills did but were active alternating between
perching on rocks or logs and dropping down into the water. After arriving home I checked
also with Ted Floyd’s book (Smithsonian Field Guide to the Birds of North America) and he says
of Thayer’s Gull, “Juvenile. Pale brown all over. At rest, primaries appear darker than body, but
not as dark as Herring Gull. Variable; some are nearly as pale as Iceland Gull.” He says of the
Iceland Gull, “Juvenile. Dirty white all over. Separated from Glaucous Gull by smaller size,
smaller head, smaller and darker bill, and relatively longer wings. Most are paler than
Thayer’s.” Unfortunately I did not take my camera along for the day and Randy’s was not
working so that is all that I can offer on the subject. It was a great day!
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Record No: 348-02-2011
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Thayer's Gull ~ Larus thayeri

Date of Sighting: 18 December 2011 to 18 December 2011
County : LANCASTER/YORK
Location : MUDDY RUN BOAT LAUNCH

Observer(s): Randy Phillips, Richard Clark
Date of Submission: 2011
Submitted by: Randy Phillips, Richard Clark

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
Member Class 1 Class Il Class 111 Class Class Class Class V
IV-A IV-B Iv-C
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